
listed Wine of Cardui among those alleged medicinal prepara¬
tions that are "insufficiently medicated to render them unsuit¬
able for use as a beverage," and thereby limited the selling
of this preparation to those who have paid the retail liquor
dealers' special tax !

Summed up, Wine of Cardui may be said to belong to
what is known as the "bracer" class of nostrums—those that
are taken largely for their alcoholic effect. There are few
more insidiously dangerous "patent medicines" than those
belonging to this class. By what sophistries does Mr. Patten,
pillar of the Methodist Episcopal Church, square his religious
principles with his business? The thousands of Methodists
who are opposed, alike, both to the fraud in the "patent
medicine" business itself, and also to the sale of alcoholics
under the guise of women's tonics, have a right to demand
of their organization an explanation of Mr. Patten's prefer¬
ment. What is the secret of this man's power in their
church ? Is the Methodist Episcopal Church in need of tainted
dollars fraudulently obtained from sickly women who inno¬
cently purchase a disguised tipple? So far as we know, not
one of the official publications of the Methodist Episcoprl
Church will carry the advertisements of Wine of Cardui—the
business is too dirty, too vicious, too fraudulent for their
pages. Why then, does that church bestow on a man who
makes his money through such a business, some of its highest
honors and dignities?

Association News

PRELIMINARY ANNOUNCEMENT OF RAILROAD RATES
FOR THE ATLANTIC CITY SESSION

The Committee on Transportation and Place of Session
announces the rates of which it has been advised to date:

The Trunk Line Association has authorized a rate of 2 cents
a mile in each direction with a minimum of $1 for the round
trip, going and returning via same route only; tickets to be
sold and good, going, June 20 to 22, and returning to reach
the original starting-point not later than June 29.

The Western Passenger Association calls attention to the
very favorable tourist fares to Atlantic City which will be
available to persons desiring to attend the annual session.
The general basis of these fares is 2 cents a mile in each direc-
tion up to the eastern gateway added to the fares tendered
therefrom. These fares are on as liberal a basis as are made
by the lines of the Western Passenger Association.

The Grand Trunk Railway System announces that it will
have on sale June 1 daily up to and including September 30,
round-trip, thirty-day excursion tickets to Atlantic City, also
sixty-day circle tour tickets going via New York, returning
via Philadelphia, Baltimore and Washington at the following
rates :

Chicago to Atlantic City and return, $29.10, thirty-day limit.
Chicago to New York, returning via Philadelphia, Baltimore

and Washington, $32.40, sixty-day limit.
On the thirty-day tickets, liberal stop-overs are allowed in

the United States and all intermediate points in Canada. On
the sixty-day tourist tickets, stop-overs are allowed at all
intermediate points en route.

The Grand Trunk Railway System operates three solid
vestibule trains leaving Chicago dailj*at 11:05 a. m., 3:30 p. m.

and 11:05 p. m., carrying steel underframe coaches, steel
Pullmans and dining-cars, electric lighted throughout. It
will also have many other interesting summer trips on sale
beginning June 1, including circle tours going one way and
returning another.

This preliminary notice of fares is of necessity incomplete.
Additional rates will be published as they are announced by
the several passenger associations. Fellows contemplating
attending the annual session should consult the local ticket
agent in their home towns for full information regarding rates,
time limits, extension and stop-over privileges. In subse¬
quent reports, special trains which may be arranged for from
various points will be noted.

HOTELS ANNOUNCED AS HEADQUARTERS
Thí local Committee on Arrangements for the Atlantic

City Session report the following hotels as headquarters:
General Headquarters .Marlborough-Blenheim
Practice of Medicine.Hotel Dennis
Surgery .Hotel Chalfonte
Obstetrics, Gynecology and Abdominal Surgery.

.

.Haddon Hall
Ophthalmology.,

.

.Hotel Traymore
Laryngology, Otology and Rhinology.Hotel Brighton
Diseases of Children.Seaside House
Pharmacology and Therapeutics.Hotel Dennis
Pathology and Physiology.Shelburne
Stomatology. Alamae
Nervous and Mental Diseases.Hotel Brighton
Dermatology

....

-.Seaside House
Preventive Medicine and Public Health.Shelburne
Genito-Urinary Diseases .Alamae
Hospitals .Marlborough-Blenheim
Orthopedic Surgery.Hotel Chalfonte

Painless Parturition
To the Editor:\p=m-\In the whole realm of science no other

field presents such a crying need for the use of the modern
anesthetic as that of parturition. For this class of suffering
nitrous oxid is particularly well adapted. The subconscious
and unconscious states rapidly follow its inhalation; likewise
consciousness returns quickly after its inhalation is discon-
tinued. This permits of its entire discontinuance between
"pains" with the patient completely conscious, and its admin-
istration only just prior to and during the contractions.
Furthermore, and this is a very important difference from
the action of ether and chloroform, used in this manner,
nitrous oxid does not interfere with the contractions of the
uterus; the progress of labor is natural, yet the "pains" are

painless.
The pain and suffering of the parturient woman produce

exhaustion, that is, shock. Nitrous oxid, in a very large
measure and to a much greater extent than the usual anes-
thetics, protects against shock, so that, with its use, not only
is the suffering prevented, but also the physical condition
of the patient is decidedly better. With the patient's vitality
conserved, the contractions of the uterus are stronger and,
therefore, nitrous oxid aids and facilitates the progress of
labor.

The parturient and puerperal patient is particularly prone
to pathologic processes, as resistance is low. Nitrous oxid
conserves the patient's resistance in general (Crile: The
Results of Operations, Especially Abdominal, Performed on
the Principle of Anoci-Association, #The Journal, July 13,
1912, p. 114), and against infection specifically (Crile: An
Experimental and Clinical Research into Nitrous Oxid versus
Ether Anesthesia, South. Med. Jour., January, 1910). Besides,
in such patients, the disintoxicating and eliminating organs—
the thyroid, parathyroids, adrenals, liver and kidneys

—

are

already overtaxed. Nitrous oxid, therefore, is the rational
and scientific anesthetic for the obstetrician (Coburn: The
Selection of the Anesthetic on the Basis of its Ultimate Physi¬
ology, Surg-, Gynec. and Obst., December, 1913). With its
use, not only is parturition painless, but the patient's vitality
and resistance are thereby conserved, and much of the onerous

burden and danger removed from the parturient chamber.
Raymond C. Coburn, M.D., New York.

Hasty Publication.—William Harvey had demonstrated his
ideas of the circulation for twelve years before publishing
them; between the first draft and final publication of the
"Origin of Species," seventeen years were allowed to pass; yet
to-day men rush into print with ideas that are pigmy-like
compared with these magnificent conceptions.
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